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SALE TO EATON TOWERS MAY HELP PARE DEET

Bharti Sells Tower Biz in Burkina Faso

With this deal, likely to be pegged at £990 crore, Bharti Airtel has sold over 9,000 towers across eight countries in Africa

Qurdyreau

New Belhi: Sunil Mittal-promoted
Bharli Alrtel has sold its 700 towers
in Burkina Faso i Eaten Towers,
making it tha mest recent deat the
Indian felocom majorhas concluded
initsmovetosel ifstowers in Alrica

For the Sake of Better Connect

AFRICANSALES
9,000

N oF towers 5ol
by Bhartf across &
nalions in Africa

\ihila the two companies did not
disclose the fnancial detalls of the
deal, & person familiar with he
matter put it at about $15] fillton

{£o0 erore}.

With thls, Bhartl Airiel has sald
over 9,000 telecon towers peross
eighteouniries in Africa. OF these,
2500 towers in four countries have
been sold to Fator, tha two compa-
nies said in a joint statement on
‘Tuesday. So far, Airtei has ralsad
zhout §1 85billionfrom tower sales
inthecontinent.

Under 1he agreement, Alrle] has
committed to &8 Y0-yvear tenancy

2,500
No ol towers
in 4 nations
soid to Eatan

contract with Eaten Towers in all
the four countries—Ghana, Ugan-
da, Kenya and Burkina Faso,

“We

un
ton),” Christian De Faria, CEQ-

Arrlna HhﬂnlAlrlel sald.

Separalely, the two companies

“Airtel has raised -
from tower sales .
in the cantinent

Sale is part of Airtelrs
stralegy la selbits
15,000

owers in alriea

€o 1o yse the
paLeeds 1o tul
baci debt - dosa 1o

$10,766 m

said they are nogotiating for simi-
lar tower deals in other countries
in Africa. Tha person cited earlier
sald tower deals in the ather coun-
tries could increase the total pro-
ceedsfor Airtel lﬂ:lbﬂllkﬂblllmn
The sale exercise is part of Air-
tel's strategy tosell atlof its 1som

towers in Africa and uso the pro-
ceeds 0 cul back debt - close to
10,766 mitlion at the end of Sep-
teniber - which has been dragging
iits consotidated fnaneials. Net I

Board Okays
Avugere Merger

NEW DELKI Bhiartt Airte] on Tues-

Idea Plans Branded
Phones and Bundling
in Big 4G Data Push

It talks with China's

company listed an the Hong Kong
Stock Exchange, sells smart.
phones under the Alcatel One

nance costs, includlng interesl on  daysalditsboard has aporaved icati ‘Touch brand. {thas been theorigi-

3":'1“&'{'53 Sureed i'l):s ’:Iul“ -’sﬂear mecgerof wireless braadband ICLcommI:{(._':catl%n 30 smartphones and d\ggflm?g
crore in the JulySep: gl i - es.

bt e ey e Y el e
Alrt 0 stilving 1o pane i vicesunder itsownbrands—.

ﬂp}]-{:nﬂ 3 o e inAugust smartphunes 3G 5ma Tdea Smart

an passive quire the firm for wift. Hm\ﬂwrthﬁpmcummmwf

(um;nndelo(unnir}:l;nd itstoss ameint " sithject to the requl- Danish. net.in d been put on

nAfrlea i

&
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“The tawer saleagreements will
allow Airtel to forus on its
core business and customers, to
dpleverage through debt reduc

vals in-
cluding approvalsof Lherelevant
HighCourts}if any, the beard o
directors of the company hasap-

tion,andwillsi reduce
its one capital expenditure
on passive Infrastruclure,” the
company said. Bharti Alrtel's
Afrlca net loss for the second
guarter widened to $170 milllon
from$12¢ milliona yearaga,

heme of amalgama-
tionof Augere Wirciess Broad-

New Delhl: [dea Cellular, the
coumtry’s thind-largest telecom

uarrlerbysuhs:ribers. isintalks
with China: mmunica-
tion to pmcnre 4G-ready smart-
phongs ta support its soon 1o be

ivateL
the compary.” Aitel saidinatil-
ingtathaBSE - P11

lnunched high-speed broadband
sor ¥

“Productandiochnicalevalaa.
tions ara currently snder way
An RFP {roquest far proposal)
will soon be given out for the de-

Trend West
B'lurw’s Eat.

Acqui-hires
Shop Love.

cam

Payal.l

Hyderohad: Trend West, the yet-
to-be-Jaunched online venture of
Tala Trent, has acquihired the
fashlon vertical of Bengaluru-
based brand Eat.Shap.Lave. (ESL}
topower its foray into ecommerce,
according to people aware of the
development.

The Trend West portal, which is
lkely togo Ilve by the end of this
year, will be powered by the
brandine, delivery

get-togethers and
pa through ils ‘Lova®
packagns, ESL had yaised 22
crore in March this year from a
UK-based investor.

"The scquihiring roportediy vak
ued the fashion vertical between
eizandzl8crore.

‘This mave by Tata Trent, which
runs the fashion retail chaln West-
side, comes &t 4 time when mar-
quee retail companies such as Adi-
tya Blrla Group, Arvind Internet

Colinesuep¥900-cr
planteinduct 11

helicopters and two
seaplanes into flest

Mintrmishea@t|meseraup.com

Kew Delhi: State-owned Pawan
Hans Helicopters is working ona
plan 1o add Maireraft o 15 fleet,
Inclyjnm; two seaplanes that

theecorm-

and sourcingline of ESL, the per-
sons elted earller sald, vequest-
ing anonymity. ESL's co-founder
and chiel executive officer, Qin-
drilaDasgupta, wilijointheaper-
ations, they safd.

ex

‘With expertisa in the offline re-
tall space, these companies have
been actively seouling fov acqul-
hires ko paver thair ecommerce
platforms. The Tata group has
previously indicated its vision to

over e
croreevenas lipreparesiaranini-
tlal publicofferlng (TPO).

“We havefirmed upa plantobuy
11 helicopters and fwo seaplanes.
The plan has boen seat te tho civil
avjation ministry for spproual”
said a Pawan H: wha

same,”said "Thestate-

Pawan Hans to Expand Fleet

owned helicopter operalar has 45
helicopters in its fleat and the
company will add nine madium
sizott and two heavy duly hs
tors and bwo seaplanes. "Some o
the helicopters will be replace-
ments too,” sald the executive,
Thogovernment hasplanstodiv-
est steke in Pawan Hans during
FY16and has hired SBI Capsesan
advisor. The execu
tiveadded hatthese
moves will goa long
way
The valpalion of the
Compan; “Wo
would surely look at raising sub-
stantfal sums of money through
helPO," said theexecutiva.
Anplysts belicve that Pawan
Hans' adding seaplanes is clearly
a move to diversify beyond heli-
caoptars ans

Theli‘Olscurrenllystuckaﬂer
thefinance minisiry has refused
Lo waive a pending loan of €329
croreuntil 2001 when the goveri-
ment decided to not charge any
more interest. The helicopter
company had laken a loan of
131 crore from the government
In19es.

Over45% of Pawans Hans reve-
nuescomelromONGC, which al-
50 holds 45% stakoin thacompa-
ny. while the rest is owned by
the Centre Ihraugh the eivil
aviation ministry.

Pawan Hans, 2 mini-ratna com-
pany.posted a profitof 386 crore
on a revenus of T30 crore during
201314, an increase from earn-
ings of T11.7 crore prafil in 2012~
13. The company hes recently un-
velled & new logo that depicts all
wings of ils buslness, including

" a person fa-
miliar with thematlersaid.

By offering its own-branded 4G
smarighones buadled with 4G
dala, Ides Cellular plans to at-
tract dala users 1o enhianee the
custorer base In abld 1o lake on
rivals such as Bharti Airtel, Vo-
dafone Tndia and neweome: Ro-
lance Jio Jnfocom m.

Indian mobile operators sre
bracingfor fierce competitionin
an already cut-throat market as
Jlo, the tefecoms unit of con-
plomerate Relianco Tndustries,
ondVodafonearegettingready to
launch 4G broashand serviceshy
Docember. Airtel hasalreadytak-
on a lead in tho 4G spaco by
Iaurmhmg services across over
800 circles, and is expanding fur-

Cellular dldn’t elicit any re-
eponse, Alcate] One Touch ro-

hﬂldsmmlhepastﬁmnnt}lsas[he
telco was busy devising a new
handsststrategy that invelved 4G
smanphﬂns,thepemﬂnaddnd

Tdea had scqulred spectrum in
‘lmDMH x band, used for offering
4G services, during lLhe last two
spectrum auctions in February
2014and March 2015 Mukesh Am-

-0

warking wilh, Alcatel for 4G
smarighones. Moreover, Alcatel
is ir discussions with Airtel far
bundling4G smartphonosaswell.

@ Asourcesan
Productand technical
svaluationsarecurrent-
Iyunder way. AnRFP
{request for proposal)
willsoon begivenout
far device procurement

In tha past, Alcatel had worked
with Vodafone [ndia, MTS India,
and Tata ’l\aiman‘kxs for GSM
and COMA handset tfrom
the carrfer bnsiness. Alcatel 1s
working hard lo make its pres-
ence felt in the country's open
mobile handsetmarket.

Tn a move to bolster its presence
In the domestic market, the com-

'Bolh'l‘;\la'i‘mnmndESLdEchnai take in-house and other brands did notwish tobeidentitied. as a resull of its business model seaplanes. “Plans are also an to gional director APAC Praveen pany just launched its latest sub-
o comenent on thematter. online and is said to have made “This will cost us about 830 wlll mnt:nue lnhepmﬂahleand start  fxedwing operations Vaieche declined {o comment £10,000 handset‘Flash2 with Flip-
SL, which was launchad InJu-  lhreeacquisltions in this regard, crore and expact the gover nment its, " szid Mark Martin, through smaller planes,”said an- on thomatter kart Itplanstolaunch twadevices
1y 2014, is a portal for shopping  accordingta industry sources. to lend about 7650 crore for the (‘,E() at Martin Consultancy, an  other executive. TCL Commurication, a public carly nextyeac
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